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were men of importance, and were employed in the
most delicate and serious business of the reign.
The constable, the old master of the horse, was an
official whose powers fluctuated with those of the
seneschal. In 1179 lialph, count of Clermont in the
Beauvaisis, was constable. He died in 1191 during the
siege of Acre. For two years the office was vacant.
Then Drogo de Mello became constable, a knight of
fame, who also served on the crusade. In 1218 he
was succeeded by Matthew of Montmorency, who held
land in the immediate neighbourhood of Paris, and
survived till the days of S. Louis. Like iihe chamber-
lain, the constable was not called upon for the discharge
of very active or constant duty. He was assisted in.
his military authority by several marshals, some of
whom were prominent men and intimately associated
with the sovereign. Last of all, but by no means
least important, among the official signatories of the
charters we find the chancellor. As in England, the
chancellor was chief of the royal clerks, who served
the royal chapel, conducted the king's correspondence,
and issued his charters. As in England, the chancellor
stood secundus post regem in regno, the seneschal in
France being in many ways the counterpart of the
English justiciar. Just before the coronation of Philip,
Hugh de Puiset, son of the great bishop and earl-
palatine of Durham, whose name figures so prominently
in northern history during the reigns of Henry H. and
his sons, was made chancellor. A second Hugh, not a
kinsman, seems to have succeeded him and died in 1185.
From that date the office remained unfilled, the phrase
vacante cancdlaria frequently occurring in the charters.